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Congregational Church of Weston UCC 
Online Good Friday, April 10, 2020 

 

Welcome Rev. Richard Edens 

 

Prelude  O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden 
What you endure, Lord, is all my burden; I have deserved what you endure. 

 Catherine Liddell, Lutenist 

 

Opening Prayer Rev. Richard Edens 

 

I. 
 Rev. Dr. Jill Edens 

Lesson Psalm 22:1-5 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 

 

Reading Kathleen Talvacchia, “Contradictions of the Cross” 
Too often the cross has been used to glorify suffering or to equate faithfulness with powerlessness to keep already 

marginalized people in their “place.”  Thus, people in abusive relationships are told to be faithful and endure, the 

poor are told to be faithful and endure the injustice, the sick are told to faithful and endure the suffering.  Here, 

Kathleen Talvacchia, now a professor at Union Theological Seminary in NYC, de-couples faithfulness and the 

glorification of suffering as she tells her family’s story of her mother’s suffering and death.  We will hear her story 

in three parts. 

   

I grew up as a child and teenager living for seven years with my mother’s chronic renal failure Five of those 

years, she spent on kidney dialysis, and endure various operations and hospital stays.  Nothing could explain to 

me then, or even now, why this suffering had to occur.  No particular human action caused this suffering.  Why 

was it a part of my mother’s life?  The cross has functioned for me over the years as a symbol to embrace that 

pain and disbelief – which I still cannot completely grasp, although I have become accustomed to them.  It has 

also functioned as a way to understand and express the decision that my family made to stand with my mother 

and bear her burdens with her.  Suffering was not the point here – our solidarity with her and our love for her 

were.  We didn’t do it because we wanted to sacrifice ourselves.  We did it because that is what our love for her 

required, in order to be in solidarity with her in her illness. 

 

Music  Warum betrübst du mich mein Herz? 
Why are you afflicted, my heart? Place your trust in your Lord God who has created everything. 

 Catherine Liddell, Lutenist 

 

Silence 

 

II. 
 Rev. Richard Edens 

Lesson  Psalm 22: 7-11, 19 
   All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 ‘Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ 
9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
19 But you, O LORD, do not be far away!  O my help, come quickly to my aid! 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

Reading  Kathleen Talvacchia, “Contradictions of the Cross” 
Letting go of the symbol of the cross may make some sense on a rational level.  But on a wholistic level its value 

as a symbol is immense.  Its power is its ability to embrace and thereby allow us to enter into the full reality of 

suffering.  Suffering cannot be confined to rationality.  The experience of suffering makes no rational sense.  The 

power of the cross as a symbol is that it helps us locate our common predicament in the world – that we 

experience suffering – in a common experience of God.  God is so incarnate with us that God even experiences 

that which e experience in all of its reality.  God stands in solidarity with us, born out of love for us. 

 

Music  Erbarm dich mein o Herre Gott 
God be merciful to me according to your great mercy. 

 

 

 Catherine Liddell, Lutenist 

Silence 
 

III. 
 

 Rev. Dr. Jill Edens 

Lesson  Psalm 22:22, 24, 27-31 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; 

   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
24 For you did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted, 

you did not hide from me but heard when I cried to you. 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you;  

and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 
28 For dominion belongs to God, ruler over the nations. 
29 To you, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

   before you shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for you. 
30 Posterity will serve you; future generations will be told about you, 
31 and proclaim your deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that you have done it. 

 

Reading Kathleen Talvacchia, “Contradictions of the Cross” 

In the end we are left with no final clear answer but perhaps with the experience of consolation or 

transformation.  St. Paul refers to the cross as both a stumbling block and a folly.  It is no less for us.  Suffering 

remains a mystery and a contradiction that we can never fully grasp.  This is not an excuse to accept suffering 

passively.  It is a call to continue to work for its eradication and to comfort those afflicted by it.  Faith in God-

with-us fuels the energy to continue the resistance. 

 

Music  Ach was soll ich Sünder machen 
Whither shall I, a sinner, turn for aid? This my confidence shall be, Jesus I cleave to thee.  

 Catherine Liddell, Lutenist 

 

Silence 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer Rev. Richard Edens 

 

Postlude  O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden 
See I stand here as one who has deserved your wrath. Grant to me, O my comforter, a glimpse of your grace. 

 Catherine Liddell, Lutenist 

 


